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IPIRA COLLOQUIUM 2025 – BIOGRAPHIES 
OPENING REMARKS 
 

 
Bernard ONG, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore  
Bernard Ong is the Assistant Chief Executive, Policy and Engagement, at the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS). Bernard completed the 
Advanced Management Program at Harvard Business School in 2022. He obtained his PhD at Waseda University, Japan after graduating in economics 
from the National University of Singapore. He was also a Fellow at the Global Institute for Asian Regional Integration and taught “FTAs and East Asia” 
at Waseda University. Prior to joining IPOS, he held a range of portfolios in international research and engagement for the Singapore Government 
covering sectors including defence, education, manpower and statistics.   

 

 
Irene CALBOLI, Texas A&M University School of Law 
Irene Calboli is Regents Professor of Law at Texas A&M University and holds several honorary and visiting appointments, including at Singapore 
University of Social Sciences, the University of Geneva, Sciences Po Paris, the University of Melbourne, National Law School Delhi, Bocconi 
University, and the Royal University of Law and Economic of Cambodia. She is a past Fulbright-Hanken Distinguished Chair in Business and 
Economics in Finland and a Fulbright Specialist in Cambodia. Irene has published 12 books and more than 100 articles, book chapters, and policy 
reports. She regularly advises national governments and IP Offices and is an Expert for the World Intellectual Property Organization, the World Trade 
Organization, and the UN International Trade Center. She has designed and implemented programs for technical assistance as well as academic, 
professional, and executive training. She is an elected member of the International Academy of Comparative Law, the American Law Institute, and 
the European Law Institute, where she is the co-chair of the IP special interest group.  
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SPEAKERS (IN ORDER OF PRESENTATION) 
 

 
Wayne Wei WANG, FGV Center for Technology and Society 
Wayne Wei Wang is a Non-Resident Fellow at the FGV Center for Technology and Society (Brazil), an ACCP Fellow at the African Center for Cyberlaw 
and Cybercrime Prevention (Nelson Mandela University, South Africa), and a Research Fellow (by courtesy) at the Center for Artificial Intelligence 
Law, GDUFE (China). He recently completed his Ph.D. in Law and Technology at the University of Hong Kong. With a background in both Engineering 
and Law, Wayne’s research examines Intellectual Property, Data Protection, AI Governance, and Science & Technology Studies—emphasizing Law, 
Innovation, Sustainability, and Technology (LIST) in the context of the Automating Global South. His work has appeared in journals such as Computer 
Law & Security Review, Journal of AI Law & Regulation, Chinese Journal of Cyber and Information Law, and African Journal of Information & 
Communication, and in (forthcoming) volumes from Oxford, Cambridge, and Routledge. He holds an LLM in IP from the WIPO-QUT program 
(Australia) as a Dean’s Scholar and is an Associate Fellow of Advance HE (UK). Wayne is active in networks including GigaNet and APSN, and 
contributes to the UN Internet Governance Forum’s Dynamic Coalition on Data and AI Governance. His honors include the 2025 PTC Emerging 
Scholar Award and fellowships across five continents. 
 

 
Ida Madieha binti Abdul Ghani AZMI, International Islamic University Malaysia  
Professor Dr Ida Madieha Abdul Ghani Azmi is a leading academic in Intellectual Property (IP) Law and Cyberlaw. She is currently Dean of the Ahmad 
Ibrahim Kulliyyah of Laws at the International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) and formerly served as Dean of the Centre for Postgraduate Studies 
(2019–2023). She holds an LL.B (Hons) from IIUM, an LL.M from the University of Cambridge, and a Ph.D. from the University of London. She has held 
several prestigious fellowships, including the Fulbright Master Scholarship, Max Planck Research Scholarship, and the Commonwealth Fellowship, 
with academic engagements at Monash, Nottingham, Cambridge, Queen Mary, George Washington, American University, and the Max Planck 
Institute for Innovation and Competition. Dr Ida has played a key advisory role in national and international legal reform. She was the lead consultant 
in drafting Malaysia’s Cybersecurity Act 2024, Data Sharing Act 2025, and the National Guidelines on Intellectual Property and Competition (2017–
2018). As a consultant to the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), she contributed to several major initiatives: drafting IP modules for 
MyIPO Malaysia (2017); formulating the IP Policy for Kathmandu University, Nepal (2016); developing the IP curriculum and syllabus for Bangladesh 
(2014); designing a database of copyright law and policy for ASEAN countries (2022); and preparing a model copyright curriculum for arts and culture 
schools in developing countries (2022). She also served two terms on the Board of MyIPO, was Deputy Director of the Malaysian Copyright Tribunal, 
and currently serves as a Domain Name Panellist with the AIAC. 
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Althaf MARSOOF, Nanyang Technological University 
Althaf Marsoof is an Associate Professor at the Division of Business Law of Nanyang Business School, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. 
He currently serves as the Deputy Head of the Business Law Division and as a Fellow of NTU’s Renaissance Engineering Programme. Althaf holds a 
BSc in information technology from Curtin University, an LLM from the University of Cambridge and an MPhil from the University of Queensland. Prior 
to joining NTU in 2017, he was awarded a PhD from the Dickson Poon School of Law, King’s College London. Althaf specializes in intellectual property 
and technology law. He has published his research in reputable journals, including the International Journal of Law & Information Technology, 
International Review of Intellectual Property & Competition Law, Intellectual Property Quarterly, and the European Intellectual Property Review. 
Before transitioning into academia, he served the Government of Sri Lanka as a State Counsel attached to the Attorney General’s Department. 
 

 
Le MA, East China University of Political Science and Law 
Le Ma, graduated from Jilin University School of Law with LLB, LLM and PHD, is currently a Professor and Associate Dean of the School of Foreign 
Affairs and Law at East China University of Political Science and Law (ECUPL), specialized in International Law and Intellectual Property Law. He has 
been widely involved in international colloquiums like the Annual Conference of the European China Law Studies Association (ECLS), Brazilian 
Intellectual Property Association’s (ABPI) International Congress on Intellectual Property, Asian Law Institute (ASLI) Conference and IP & Innovation 
Researchers of Asia (IPIRA) Conference as a presenter on IP issues concerning China. He is also a member of the Scientific Committee of the IPIRA 
Conference. He gives lectures at the WIPO China IP Summer School. Prof Le Ma had been assigned as the Assistant Judge in the IP Court of the 
People’s Court of Pudong New District, Shanghai, China. He was the Visiting Professor of the University of San Francisco School of Law, as well as 
the visiting scholar of Macquarie University and Queensland University of Technology. He also serves as an arbitrator in esteemed arbitration 
institutions such as HKIAC and SHAC.  
 

 
Laina RAFIANTI, Universitas Padjadjaran  
Dr Laina Rafianti, S.H., M.H. is an Associate Professor at the Faculty of Law, Universitas Padjadjaran, where she has taught Intellectual Property Law, 
Media Law, and International Contract Law since 2005. She earned her Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Doctoral degrees in law from Universitas 
Padjadjaran, graduating cum laude. Her doctoral research focused on the protection and digitalization of Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs). 
Dr Rafianti is actively involved with the Center for Regulatory Studies and Intellectual Property Application, where her research focuses on copyright 
and traditional cultural expressions. She is a member of the Intellectual Property Rights Teaching Association in Indonesia and participates regularly 
in international academic networks, including the Intellectual Property & Innovation Researchers of Asia (IPIRA). She has also taken part in numerous 
IP-related training programs, such as the Geographical Indication Training, the Asia-Pacific Workshop on Innovation, IP, and Competition at National 
Law University in India, and the WIPO-WTO Colloquium Asia. In addition to her academic work, Dr Rafianti recently supported the West Java Cultural 
and Tourism Office in preparing an inscription for Indonesia’s National Intangible Cultural Heritage.  
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Le HA, Foreign Trade University 
Associate Professor Le Thi Thu Ha has 20 years of experience in researching, teaching and consulting on challenges of enterprises to support 
improving the competitiveness of startups, companies and products through creating intellectual property, encouraging innovation, and branding. 
As the current Director of FTU Innovation and Incubation Space, Prof Le has led the key activities of FTU in innovation, such as developing a new 
curriculum in E&I, inspiring innovative and entrepreneurial spirit in the Vietnamese young generation, and managing Intellectual Property-focused 
projects with innovative, community-oriented and sustainable solutions in the last few years. FTU has become the pioneer university in the national 
innovation ecosystem, organized by VCCI, Vietnam and the most impactful institution in the global innovation competition “Social Business 
Creation”, initiated by HEC, Canada (Haute Etudes de Montréal) in 2021 and 2022. As the first chairwomen of the Vietnam Network of Higher 
Education E&I Center (VNEI), Ms Le Ha plays an important role in promoting the innovation activities in universities and colleges, creating new 
initiatives influencing the widespread network and laying a solid foundation for new policies in innovation being practically applied in academic life. 
As the leader of the Innovation and Intellectual Property Research Team at FTU, Prof. Le has followed the impact trend in transdisciplinary research 
and received research funding from international organizations and enterprises, such as WIPO, UNwomen, WTI, and Mitsubishi Corporation. Besides, 
she participated as an independent consultant in many projects funded by NGOs, international organizations and the Vietnamese Government. Prof 
Le is a pioneer in raising awareness of intellectual property and innovation among young people, start-ups, the business community, and 
policymakers. 
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DISTINGUISHED DISCUSSANTS AND COMMENTATORS (IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER) 
 

 
Winnie CHUA, Agency for Science, Technology and Research 

Winnie is the Head of the Intellectual Property (IP) Management Department at the Innovation and Enterprise Office, the Agency for Science, 
Technology and Research (A*STAR). She leads the management and strategic development of A*STAR’s IP portfolio, supporting innovation and 
commercialisation efforts across the agency. 
With over a decade of experience in IP management, Winnie brings a strong background in both public and private sectors. Prior to joining A*STAR, 
she managed IP portfolios in private practice at one of Singapore’s leading law firms, where she was involved in the prosecution of patent applications 
across diverse technology domains for both multinational corporations and small- and medium-sized enterprises. 
Winnie holds a BSc (Hons) in Microbiology from the National University of Singapore (NUS) and an MBA in Management of Information Technology 
from the Nanyang Technological University (NTU). She has also completed the Graduate Certificate in Intellectual Property Law at NUS and the 
Southeast Asian Patent Drafting Course. 
 

 
Lihini DE SILVA, General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University  
Lihini Madushika De Silva currently serves as the Head of the Department of Public Law, at Faculty of Law, General Sir John Kotelawala Defence 
University (KDU), Sri Lanka. She holds the degree of Master of Philosophy (MPhil) in the area of Intellectual Property Law from University of Colombo, 
and she obtained her LLB (Hons) degree from Faculty of Law, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. She was awarded the A.B. Cooray Memorial Prize for 
the academic excellence from the University of Colombo at the undergraduate level. Lihini is also an Attorney-at-Law of the Supreme Court of Sri 
Lanka. She has presented a number of research papers at local and international research conferences and won the Best Research Award for the 
presented papers on several occasions. Lihini’ research focus on Intellectual Property Law with a special emphasis on the areas of Geographical 
Indications Law, Patent Law and Trade Secret Law and she has published in reputable law journals. Lihini is a past member of the Editorial Board of 
KDU Law Journal. She is also a Visiting Lecturer at the Sri Lankan Associate College of Cardiff Metropolitan University and postgraduate research 
supervisor at University of Colombo. 
 

 
Eric GAN Kok Wah, Singapore University of Social Sciences 
Associate Professor Eric GAN Kok Wah heads the IP and Innovation Management Programme at the School of Business, Singapore University of Social 
Sciences, overseeing graduate programmes such as the Master of IP and Innovation Management (IP Business) in collaboration with the World 
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). With more than 25 years of experience in academia, public service, R&D, and technology consulting, he 
brings a multidisciplinary perspective to the evolving IP landscape in Singapore and beyond. At SUSS, Eric focusses on guiding students to develop 
practical skills to manage and leverage intellectual assets for innovation and growth. His teaching and research interests include IP strategy, IP 
commercialisation, technology transfer, innovation ecosystems, and entrepreneurship. Recognised as a WIPO Expert, he also delivers workshops 
and courses on IP management, innovation strategy, and the business of IP worldwide. Eric holds a PhD in Materials Engineering, an LLM in IP Law, 
an MBA, an MSc in Laser Engineering & Applications, and a BEng (Hons) in Electrical & Electronic Engineering. 
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Wenwei GUAN, City University of Hong Kong 

Wenwei Guan is an Associate Professor at the School of Law, City University of Hong Kong. He holds an LL.B. from Zhongshan University, an LL.M. 
from Peking University, and an M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of British Columbia. His research interests include international trade, intellectual 
property, trade and investment in the PRC, and legal theory. He is the author of The Social Contract Rediscovered (Routledge, 2025), The Origin of 
Copyright (Routledge, 2021), and WTO Jurisprudence (Routledge, 2020), and has published widely in leading journals such as the World Trade Review, 
Leiden Journal of International Law, Journal of International Economic Law, and Journal of World Trade.
 

 
Daniel S HOFILEÑA, Kalaw Prasad & Hofileña Law 

Atty. Daniel S Hofileña is a founding partner of Kalaw Prasad & Hofileña Law. Prior to founding the firm, he was a Senior Consultant at the Intellectual 
Property Office of the Philippines. He also practised law with his father, Atty. Saul Hofileña. He finished his Master of Laws in International Dispute 
Settlement at the Centre for International Dispute Settlement at the University of Geneva Law School. He is the executive director of the ADR Centre 
of the Emilio Aguinaldo College of Law. He was inducted into the hall of fame of the Intellectual Property Office of the Philippines in 2023.  
He is also the Vice President for International Partnerships at the Philippine Institute of Arbitrators. On the policy-making side, he has participated in 
the teams working to revise the Intellectual Property Code and the Alternative Dispute Resolution Act. Currently, He is the co-chair of the International 
Intellectual Property interest group of the American Society of International Law and a member of the council for the Young Singapore International 
Arbitration Centre (YSIAC). 
 

 
HUANG Jianyun, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, Singapore 
Jianyun is the Principal Economist leading the Research Unit in the Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY). The Research Unit is a multi-
disciplinary team responsible for studying cross-cutting issues such as social cohesion, trust and national identity using both quantitative and 
qualitative methods. The unit also works with other divisions in the MCCY family to build up capabilities in behavioural science and data analytics; 
as well as collaborating with academia on research studies.  
Before joining MCCY in 2020, Jianyun had served in the Ministry of Sustainability and the Environment, the Ministry of Trade and Industry, the Ministry 
of Finance and the Ministry of Manpower. He graduated with a degree and a masters in Economics from the London School of Economics as well as 
a masters in Economics and Policy of Energy and the Environment from University College London.  
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George HWANG, George Hwang LLC 
George Hwang is a seasoned IP/IT and media lawyer with over 20 years of experience across Asia-Pacific, Europe, and the Caribbean. Recognised as 
a leading expert on the intersection of IP, emerging technologies, and the digital economy, he has helped shape policy  through strategic advisory 
roles, landmark litigation, and active engagement with regulators and policymakers in both the public and private sectors. George is the founder and 
director of George Hwang LLC in Singapore, where he has advised on cutting-edge issues related to artificial intelligence, confidential information, 
and copyright. His diverse career includes roles as legal counsel in the tech industry, general manager in a music publishing company, counsel in 
high profile cases, trial observer and human rights activist and law lecturer. As Chair of the Copyright Committee at Licensing Executives Society 
International and an active member of the Law Society of Singapore's IP Committee, he contributes significantly to regional and global discussions 
on intellectual property and policy development. George has contributed chapters to books, published in international refereed journals, co-
authored a report for WIPO Standing Committee on Copyright and Related Rights and been an international resource person for WIPO Academy’s 
capacity building projects for ASEAN and Indonesia.  

 

 
KONG Xing Le, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore  
Ms Kong Xing Le is a senior executive of the Strategic Planning and Policy Department of the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) since 
September 2023. She is part of the team who formulates national IP and innovation strategies and plans, including the Singapore IP Strategy 2030, to 
steer Singapore’s development as a global hub. Ms Kong also actively partakes in data and economic studies related to innovation, IP, firm 
performance, and manpower. Ms Kong holds a Bachelor of Economics and Master of Economics from the National University of Singapore, and is 
currently pursuing a Master in IP and Innovation Management from the Singapore University of Social Sciences.  
 

 
Fennieka KRISTIANTO, President University 
Dr Fennieka Kristianto holds a Doctorate in Law from the Faculty of Law, University of Indonesia. She also earned a Master’s degree in social sciences 
and behavioural studies from Azusa Pacific University in Southern California, along with Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Commercial and 
Business Law from the University of Indonesia. In addition, she holds a Magister of Notary Affairs from the same institution. She is also the founder 
of Fennieka & Associates Law Office in Jakarta. As a licensed advocate and member of the Indonesian Bar Association (Peradi), Dr Kristianto has 
extensive experience handling matters related to licensing, franchising, copyrights, trademarks, and bankruptcy. She previously served as Chief Legal 
Officer of Francorp Indonesia, the Indonesian arm of the leading U.S.-based franchising consultancy, Francorp. In academia, she has held key 
leadership roles, including Vice Rector for Resources and Head of the Law Study Program at President University. Currently, she serves as Director of 
the Rectorate’s Office and Secretarial at President University, Indonesia, where she also teaches courses on Intellectual Property Rights, Business 
Law, Bankruptcy, and Contract Drafting. She is the author of several books in her areas of expertise.  
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Joseph LAU, National University of Singapore 
Joseph is a PhD candidate at the Melbourne Law School (MLS). He also holds appointments as a Sheridan Fellow at the Faculty of Law of the National 
University of Singapore (NUS), as an Academic Fellow at the Centre for Technology, Robotics, Artificial Intelligence and the Law (at the same 
institution), and as a Member of the NUS Artificial Intelligence Institute. His research interests lie in the fields of copyright and patent law, and his 
work in these areas has been published in leading international journals like the Computer Law & Security Review, the Australian Intellectual Property 
Journal and Intellectual Property Quarterly. Prior to commencing his doctoral research at MLS, Joseph taught tort law at the NUS Faculty of Law for 
over three years. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Jurisprudence from the University of Oxford and a Master of Laws (Intellectual Property and Technology 
Law) from NUS. 
 

 
Susanna HS LEONG, National University of Singapore  
Professor Susanna HS Leong Vice Provost (Masters’ Programmes & Lifelong Education) Dean, School of Continuing & Lifelong Education President 
Advisor, NUS Chongqing Research Institute. Professor Susanna Leong holds several leadership roles at the National University of Singapore (NUS). 
She is Vice Provost for Masters’ Programmes and Lifelong Education, Dean of the School of Continuing and Lifelong Education, and President Advisor 
overseeing the NUS Chongqing Research Institute. Susanna was a Vice-Dean at the NUS Business School and helped oversee its MBA and EMBA 
programmes. Susanna joined NUS in 1991 and rose to full Professorship in 2016. She received several teaching awards, including the Outstanding 
Educator Award. Susanna is a legal scholar specialising in intellectual property and technology-related laws. She has published in international and 
local journals and authored works like Intellectual Property Law of Singapore. Her contributions are cited by Singapore's Court of Appeal and the High 
Court. She serves on the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation Centre’s Domain Name Panel. Susanna is also a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS) and a member of the Singapore Copyright Tribunal. Susanna is the recipient of the Singapore Public 
Administration Medal (Silver) in 2022. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Jingheng LI, Ministry of Law, Singapore 
Jingheng is Director, Intellectual Property Policy, at the Ministry of Law (Singapore). He is responsible for policies and initiatives to build an IP regime 
in Singapore that is balanced, well-regarded internationally and supports an innovation-driven economy.  
Jingheng has served at various agencies in the Singapore Public Service. At the Ministry of Manpower, he led the development of a whole-of-economy 
jobs and skills strategy, and initiatives to support the local workforce. He oversaw the Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-city Project when serving at the 
Ministry of National Development, and the development of Logistics and Professional Services sectors at Enterprise Singapore. He also previously 
worked on social service sectoral planning in the Ministry of Social and Family Development, and Research, Innovation and Enterprise funding 
policies in the Ministry of Finance. 
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LIM Ming Wei, Ministry of Law, Singapore 
Ming Wei currently serves in the IP Policy Division of the Ministry of Law, where he plays a role in shaping Singapore's IP landscape. His portfolio 
includes overseeing national IP policies, and international IP cooperation, and coordinating IP enforcement efforts across government agencies. 
Prior to joining the Ministry of Law, Ming Wei worked in an IP firm, where he handled patent prosecution in Singapore and overseas. He started his 
career as a research engineer, providing him with deep, hands-on insight into innovation and technical development. With experience spanning the 
IP value chain – from the creation and development of intellectual assets, to their protection and prosecution, and later, policy formulation – he brings 
a well-rounded understanding of the IP landscape, shaped by both technical and strategic experience. 

 

 
Henny MARLYNA, Universitas Indonesia 
Henny Marlyna received her undergraduate, graduate, and doctoral degrees (in Law) from the Faculty of Law Universitas Indonesia and Master of 
Legal Institution (M.L.I.) from the University of Wisconsin Law School. She participated in the 10th WIPO-WTO Colloquium for Teachers of Intellectual 
Property in 2013 and the Training of Trainer WIPO-Harvard Course on Patent Law and Global Public Health [“PatentX”] in 2021.  She has been a tutor 
for the PatentX Course from Batch 1. She is also one of the Scientific Committee for the IP & Innovation Researchers of Asia (IPIRA) Conference.  
Currently, she is a Senior Lecturer at the Faculty of Law, Universitas Indonesia, a registered Intellectual Property Consultant and Lawyer in Indonesia. 
She is also a Mediator and Arbiter at The Alternative Dispute Resolution Institution for the Financial Services Sector (LAPS SJK. Since 2024, she has 
been appointed as one of the panellists for the Indonesia Domain Name Dispute Settlement. Henny has taught a range of undergraduate and graduate 
courses, including Intellectual Property Law, Trademarks and Geographical Indication, Intellectual Property Management and Valuation, Drafting of 
IP-Related Agreements, Consumer Protection Law, Cyber Law, and Privacy and Data Protection Law. 
 

 
Kelly Ong, Singapore Economic Development Board  
Kelly is currently a Manager at the Singapore Economic Development Board (EDB), Innovation Economy (IE) team. She is part of the team that seeks 
to deepen innovation mandates through leveraging our local innovation ecosystem. Her work involves driving EDB’s innovation agenda across whole-
of-government platforms to shape policy strategy, interventions, and funding priorities to strengthen Singapore’s position as a leading innovation 
destination for global companies. In particular, she is keen to explore the intersection of intellectual property and its effects on innovation in the 
Singapore context to effectively shape behaviour of players in our innovation ecosystem.  
Kelly has prior experience in the legal sector specialising in Antitrust Law and spent a few years working in the social and professional services sector 
with a focus on helping companies optimise their business operations and tax incentive portfolios. She holds a Bachelor of Economics and Politics 
from the University of London and is currently pursuing a Master of Business Administration (MBA) at the Singapore University of Management (SMU). 
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Sovath PHIN, SDS & Partners   
Sovath Phin holds a Doctor of Laws (Comparative Law) from Nagoya University Graduate School of Law, Japan. He has held research and teaching 
appointments at Paññāsāstra University of Cambodia, National University of Management and Royal University of Law and Economics. Sovath is a 
Partner at SDS & PARTNERS with a practice spanning intellectual property, competition, data protection, public policy and law, corporate and M&A, 
oil and gas, and commercial arbitration. He has taught corporate and intellectual property law in Cambodia and abroad, and published on IP, public 
health, and related topics. His IP work includes both contentious and transactional matters, such as patent, trademark, and copyright prosecution, 
licensing, commercialization, infringement, and enforcement. He has served as a legal expert and team leader providing legislative drafting 
assistance to government ministries funded by international originations covering a number of important sectors including intellectual property, 
public health and compulsory licensing, competition, food safety, antimicrobial resistance, petroleum and petroleum products, pharmaceuticals, 
water supply and sewerage system. Sovath is admitted to the Bar Association of Cambodia. He is one of the first selected commercial arbitrators in 
Cambodia and has become a member of the National Commercial Arbitration Centre (NCAC). He is a Fellow of the Singapore Institute of Arbitration 
(SIArb) and accredited as a mediator by the London-based, Centre for Effective Dispute Resolution. Sovath is a qualified Trademark Agent in 
Cambodia, a member of Intellectual Property Association of Cambodia (IPAC), ASEAN Intellectual Property Association (ASEAN IPA) and Asian Patent 
Attorneys Association (APAA). He has been recently elected as the President of ASEAN IPA for the term 2025-2027. 
 

 
Anil SAMTANI, Nanyang Technological University 
Anil Samtani is an Associate Professor of Law at the Nanyang Technological University (NTU), Singapore and the Head of the Division of Business Law 
at the Nanyang Business School. He has also recently been appointed as an Associate Dean (Social Impact) at the NTU Honours College. Anil 
specialises in the areas of intellectual property law and information technology law. He speaks regularly at international conferences and his articles 
have appeared in top-tier journals such as the European Intellectual Property Review, the Intellectual Property Quarterly, IIC: International Review of 
Intellectual Property and Competition Law and the International Journal of Law and Information Technology. Anil is a past recipient of the Fulbright 
Scholarship, the ECAP II Postgraduate Intellectual Property Rights Scholarship (awarded by the European Commission) and the Nanyang 
Technological University’s Teacher of the Year (Business) for the Renaissance Engineering Programme, Teacher of the Year (Division of Business Law) 
and Researcher of the Year (Division of Business Law) awards. He has held visiting scholarships at the Munich Intellectual Property Law Centre (Max 
Planck Institute, Germany), Queen Mary Intellectual Property Research Institute (University of London), and the Berkeley Center for Law & Technology 
(UC Berkeley). He has also worked with international organizations including WIPO, WTO, UNICEF, and UNESCO, and with government agencies in 
Japan, South Korea, New Zealand, Thailand, Singapore, and the Philippines. 
 

 
Rachel SEE, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore 
Ms Rachel See is an intern in the Strategic Planning and Policy Department of the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS). She is part of the 
team who formulates national IP and innovation strategies and plans, including the Singapore IP Strategy 2030, to steer Singapore’s development as 
a global hub. With an interest in policy planning, Rachel undertook various policy research internships in different countries, including London and 
Malaysia, throughout her academic journey. Rachel holds a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from University College London (UCL) and is currently 
pursuing a Master of Science in International, Social and Public Policy from the London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE). 
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TAN Gouyue, Agency for Science, Technology and Research.  
Gouyue is the Deputy Director of the Intellectual Property Management department at the Agency for Science, Technology and Research (A*STAR), 
with over 12 years of experience in intellectual property (IP) management. Her expertise spans technology disclosure evaluation, patent prosecution, 
portfolio management, and IP education for ASTAR’s research community. She also has expertise in conducting patent landscape analyses and due 
diligence to support R&D, collaborations, and commercialisation activities. 
Beyond IP management, Gouyue has served in A*STAR’s Strategic Planning department, contributing to the development and implementation of 
organisation-wide innovation and enterprise strategies that are aligned with national priorities. She holds a Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Chemistry 
and Biological Chemistry and a Graduate Certificate in Intellectual Property Law. 
 

 
TAN Wei Hao, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore 
Wei Hao is from the strategic planning and policy department where he spearheads the coordination for the Singapore IP Strategy (SIPS) 2030 and its 
implementation. He also focuses on the impact of frontier technologies on IP policies and the commercialisation of IA/IP to enable businesses to 
grow. Prior to his current role, Wei Hao served as the first IP attaché with the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Singapore in Geneva. He was the 
regional coordinator for the Asia and the Pacific Group, representing more than 40 countries at the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). 

  
 

 
Manda TAY Min Dai, Intellectual Property Office of Singapore 
Ms Manda Tay is the Director of Strategic Planning and Policy at the Intellectual Property Office of Singapore (IPOS). Manda guides the formulation of 
national IP and innovation strategies and plans, including the Singapore IP Strategy 2030, to steer Singapore’s development as a global IP hub. Manda 
also leads IPOS’ strategic and corporate planning function, and supports IPOS’ representation on national research, innovation and enterprise 
platforms. Before joining IPOS, Manda was at the Ministry of Law, where she was involved in a range of reviews of Singapore’s IP regime and legislation. 
Manda also has experience in the private sector. She started her career at a boutique IP firm, where she worked with Singapore start-ups and 
companies, multi-national companies, and research institutions on a range of IP solutions, including patent prosecution and IP commercialisation.  
Manda holds a Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry (First class) from Imperial College London and a Master of Science from the London School of 
Economics (LSE). 
 

  



 

12 

 
V C VIVEKANANDAN, Hidayatullah National Law University 
Professor V C Vivekanandan serves as the Vice Chancellor of Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur, and has been a legal educator for over 
three decades. He has earlier served as the Founding Dean of the School of Law at Bennett University between 2007 and 2009 and as the Dean of the 
Rajiv Gandhi School of IP Law at IIT Kharagpur in 2009-2010. He previously served as the MHRD IP Chair Professor for the Government of India and 
was involved in policy negotiations at WIPO in Geneva between 2013 and 2015. "He served as an elected representative for the Asia Pacific region on 
the At-Large Advisory Committee (ALAC) of ICANN from 2008 to 2010, and was a member of ICANN’s Nominating Committee (NomCom) in 2010 and 
2011. Prof Vivekanandan teaches IP law, Internet Law and Corporate Law and has been an adjunct Visiting Professor with the Business School of 
Buffalo University, SUNY since 2007. He was a research scholar at Maastricht University, Netherlands and the Institute of Intellectual Property at 
Tokyo in 2010 & 2015. He was bestowed with the Innovation in Legal Teaching award by the Society of Indian Law Firms (SILF) and MILAT in 2017 and 
has also served as a Jury Member of the CII Innovation Awards committee since 2015. 
 
 

 
Szu-Yuan WANG, Shih Hsin University 

Dr. Szu-Yuan Wang is Associate Professor at Faculty of Law, Shih Hsin University, Taiwan. There he teaches intellectual property law, property law and 
Anglo-American Law and serves as the Director of Research Center for Intellectual Property Law. His research interests have been broad, ranging 
from intellectual property law, property law, cultural property law, law and economics, and legal history. He is currently conducting research on the 
interplay between copyright and generative AI, as well as international climate governance, including the carbon emission trading system and the 
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